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MESSAGE 
FROM TREVOR
Welcome to the first issue of the relaunched City 
View! I am so pleased and excited to see this new 
venture take off and to see how it will fly and take 
shape over the coming months. 

As many of you know, we are spending time this 
year exploring what it means at Cityview to be a 
Christ-Centered Community who seeks to impact 
the wider community with the love of Jesus. And 
part of that process involves sharing and 
communicating with one another. Sharing our lives, 
who we are and what we do. And communicating 
our thoughts, our hopes, our plans and our events 
as a church community. And this is the reason and 
purpose for the City View. 

Each few months we will read about the lives of 
those within our community, of those who are part 
of the history of our community, the ministries that 
happen here, the upcoming events of the 
community and how we see God moving among us 
today and in the future 

And so, needless to say, we need your input and 
contributions. If there is anything you would like to see 
in this publication or anything you would like to 
contribute, please let the team know. 

Our team at the present time includes our wonderful 
Tara Wasney who brings her beautiful creative spirit to 
the venture and Frank Stirk who brings his many years 
of journalistic and editorial experience. 

I firmly believe that God, by His Spirit, is doing a new 
thing here at Cityview. He’s building a 
community to share and show the love of Jesus to one 
another and the world. And this newsletter is part of 
that process. 

Please pray that God would continue to move and 
shape His people here on the corner of 28th and 
Sophia. 
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Frank Stirk - February 2018 

In 2015, Amie Peacock surrendered to God’s calling—whatever that might be.  
 “I said, ‘God, I’m going to give you my life. Obviously, you’re calling me for something. And, God, I am going to be 
just listening and being obedient to you,” she recalls. “At that time, he put the burden on my heart to work on 
social isolation.”   And so was born a new ministry that Amie named Beyond the Conversation. Today it is a 
registered charitable society in British Columbia with close ties to Cityview. Peacock is its Executive Director, Neil 
Parker chairs its Board of Directors and serves on its Media Relations team, and Jeff Groulx is part of its 
Intentional One-On One- Relationship-Building team. 

The ministry began in part out of a 2014 survey by the Metro Vancouver Alliance—a partnership of social 
advocacy groups, labour unions, and churches—that found the leading cause of social isolation among the 
region’s growing immigrant and refugee population was their inability to speak English. That was especially true 
among the elderly. It keeps them from making friends, building a support network, and integrating into 
Canadian society.   But that only confirmed what Peacock already knew first-hand. “When my mother came to 
Canada in 2001 from the Philippines, I noticed that she was isolated, because she didn’t have the language, she 
was new to the country. She didn’t have the family, the friends, that she could really connect with,” she says. 

“That pain that she felt got me to think that it’s not just my mother who was feeling this isolation, but also the 
greater population of seniors in Vancouver.” 

The response to Beyond the Conversation was immediately positive. At its launch in November 2015, ninety-five 
seniors registered for the program.  But it soon became apparent to team members that if they were to succeed 
at ending social isolation, they also needed to address the stigma of mental illness. That’s because the two tend 
to overlap. Some people may become socially isolated due to a mental illness, while others may develop a 
mental health problem due to their social isolation.  Either way, Peacock says, “we want to make sure that 
people have a place where they can talk openly about their struggles.” 

Today, Beyond the Conversation comprises eleven small groups, each facilitated by two trained volunteers. No 
two groups are alike. Some focus on learning basic conversational English, some focus on developing 
friendships, and one focuses on current world events.  But for all of them, the end goal is to help them build 
community-based on mutual trust: “The person who gets sick and is rushed to emergency,” Peacock says, 
“should be able to call their friends to maybe go and visit their cats. Someone has to be able to know what is 
happening. That’s the power of trust.” 

Peacock says their “very ambitious goal” is to have a hundred small groups across Metro Vancouver within the 
next two years. “We believe that it can be done. We don’t have any funding at the moment, yet without funding, 
we were able to actually grow to the capacity that it is today.” They have also started making awareness 
presentations in high schools, and plan to take their message to colleges and universities this year. 

On January 27, Peacock spoke about her journey and her ministry at Missions Fest to a packed-out room. She 
calls the experience both “nerve-wracking”—because she had been quite sick in advance of her presentation— 
but also “wonderful.”  Peacock credits her absolute reliance on God’s strength and power for all that she’s 
accomplished in such a short time. “He said to me in the very beginning of my ministry, ‘Amie, your job is to 
show my love. You are my feet, my hands, my eyes, my mouth, my heart.’ His job is saving souls.,” she says. “I 
show them Jesus’ love.”  To learn more, go to http://beyondtheconversation.ca. 

BEYOND THE 
CONVERSATION
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SPRING EVENTS
Tanya Baron 
March 2018 

It's an exciting time to be a part of the Cityview community. While we explore what 
it means to be a community through Trevor's messages, we have been practicing 
community in our church events. 

2018 began with a Week of Prayer, where every hour of every day was covered in 
prayer by a Cityview community member.  

Since then, we have started our Open Table Food Drive. We plan to bless the 
members of the Open Table congregation with food and supplies in early March.  

As the sun starts to brighten our windows, we'll look to clean them. Many of our 
Cityview community members came to help with a Spring cleaning on the 
afternoon of March 10. 

As we approach Easter, our Family ministry will begin the annual Easter traditions: 
a Good Friday service and meal with Urban Village Church, a neighborhood Egg- 
Stravaganza, and our Easter Sunday celebration service.  

God is good! 

Check our Cityview website www.cityviewchurch.ca for details on our coming 
events.
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CITY VIEW

SPOTLIGHT   

Evening in the Negev 
Jeremiah Johnson 
Genesis 24:62-67 

I meditating in the field at dusk, 
Knees swishing through the grass, 
Heart weighted with my mother’s death 
And pondering my place in a strange land - 
‘Til, looking up, I saw the swaying camels 
And my father’s servant holding one 
From which a slender form descended. 

I halting when I saw my master’s son 
Come from his bedouin’s bright tent, 
Rejoicing inwardly at this the end 
Of all that I had undertaken - 
My solemn oath, My God’s provision - 
And she whom I’d been sent for whispering, 
“Who is that man approaching?” 

He telling me, “It is my Master’s son” - 
I blushing, wondering at myself 
And all those recent days had brought, 
The Lord revealing gift upon good gift. 
I covering my face with modest veil, 
Then moving toward this man 
Whose hands and face were tenderness. 

She entering into my mother’s tent; 
He parting the bright flaps for me; 
They matched according to my prayer, 
And knowing that his father would rejoice. 
He spreading his bright banner over me; 
She comforting and loving me as hers. 
We three rejoicing in His providence. 
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Poem Notes

for the background to the event described in 

this poem read Genesis Chapter 24

JEREMIAH JOHNSON



CHURCH FINANCIAL UPDATE

By Kristen Dosti, Treasurer 

Thanks everyone for thoughtfully considering and commenting on our 2018 budget, 
which passed the vote at our AGM in January. 

Here's a summary of our income and expenses for January 2018: 

                                 Actual                 Monthly Budget 

Individual Giving       $10,759                  $9,000 

Total Income              $12,316                  $10,875 
Total Expense            $9,156                    $10,869 

Net January 2018       $,3200 

Our carry forward in the General Fund from 2017 is still $3668. (We hadn't received the 
GST refunds as of the end of January and have not yet paid the amounts we held back 
from the Canadian National Baptist Convention and the Westcoast Baptist Association.) 
This puts the General Fund Balance at $6,868. 
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4370 Sophia St. Vancouver, BC Canada 
Sunday Gathering begins at 10:00 am 

T: +1 604-876-6752    E: office@cityviewchurch.ca


